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Welcome to 


The REGISTER 


You'll find in its pages the museum news you 
expect from a newsletter, as well as more 
substantive articles on matters of interest to our 
many friends. You'll also discover a new, two 
month Museum Calendar in a convenient 
pullout format, and invitations to forthcoming 
museum events. 

For some time the Museum staff has hoped to 
offer a publication designed to convey the full 
scope and potential of the Peabody Museum of 
Salem. This desire has been reinforced by the 
responses to the recent Members’ Survey, which 


FROM 
ee OT RECTOR 


The merger with the China Trade Museum is 
complete, and the work of transferring, in- 
ventorying and integrating nearly 8000 objects is 
underway. After the anxiety and controversy 
which unfolded during the process, it may be 
tempting to succumb to a mood of anticlimax. 
There is still much to be done. 

Construction of the China Trade Wing begins 
late this spring. Building this significant addition, 
and supporting it, will require a substantial 
effort. Although $3 million has been pledged by 
two anonymous donors, it does not detract from 
the benefactors’ generosity to point out that an 
additional $3 million is needed to make the wing 
a fully endowed reality. 

We have not forgotten that there is far more 
to the Museum than Asian Export Art. A new 
department is like a new child, which for a time 


reflected the same hope. 

The survey reflected other changing priorities 
among our membership. In particular you 
expressed a wish to have more evening and 
weekend programs. We share your concern, 
and over the next several months we will work to 
meet that need. We expect also to address other 
issues raised by many thoughtful and supportive 
responses to our questions. 

We hope you enjoy The Register, and we 
welcome your comments to help us grow. 


needs and gets a large share of its parent’s 
attention. At such times older siblings must have 
confidence in their parent’s commitments to 
one another, between departments, between 
members and staff, which in the end will 
strengthen us as a family. 

The addition of a new department to an 
already renowned museum makes plain our 
international importance. We should recognize 
that every one of us has a responsibility to make 
that stature known and respected in our 
personal and professional communities, to 
share our pride in a distinguished museum. 


We welcome the members of the China Trade 
Museum, and we look forward to sharing with 
all the rewards that will result from the joining of 
our two institutions. 


bite. /-Lkle 





A DISCUSSION 
WITH 


CROSBY FORBES 


PO 


“Asian Export Art is an old field, but a largely 
unexplored one,” says H. A. Crosby Forbes. 
Forbes, founder and curator of the China Trade 
Museum, joined the Museum October 1, 1984 as 
Curator of the new department of Asian Export 
Art. For him the merger represents an opportu- 
nity to realize the far reaching goals which 
motivated him to establish the Milton museum 
20 years ago. 

“This the last major area of the Decorative 
Arts to be opened up,” he goes on. “My goal at 
Milton was to assemble a truly representative 


collection of export art, but the collection 


outgrew the buildings, and its future became 
clouded. Placing the collection at the Peabody 
Museum moves the goal closer to realization. 
Here there was already a superior collection in 
the field. The Museum’s other departments 
create a sense of historical context unattainable 
anywhere else. Finally, this museum has, in all 
aspects, an international constituency. That 
creates the possibility of realizing another 
dream, that of building the study of Asian Export 
Art into a coherent and accessible scholarly 
discipline.” 

Born in Westwood, Mass., Dr. Forbes was 
educated at Milton Academy and (after Navy 
service in World War II) at Harvard. He earned 
his PhD in 1961, and has since dedicated himself 
largely to the field of Asian Export Arts. Dr. 
Forbes has in recent years organized ten 
exhibitions, presented papers to more than a 
dozen professional meetings, and published 
widely in his subject area. 

That subject area, he concedes, remains 
unimportant to some scholars. “They're put off 
by the amalgamation of styles,” Dr. Forbes 
comments, “and consider it a trivial offshoot of 
both civilizations. But to me that amalgamation 
is the beauty of the export arts. As Eurasian 
children may be more beautiful than their 
forebears of either race, so export arts may be 
more vital than comparable works in the parent 
styles. Moreover it is an idiom expressive of a 
unique era in human history.” 

The combination of the collections and the 
prospect of international study of export art 
holds the promise of providing means to solve 
many art history issues. “For example, we don't 
know the sources of Western influence on 
Chinese painting,” Forbes says, “There has been 
no study of the actual process of transmission. 
Yet this is a Western influence which affected all 
of Chinese and Japanese painting, not just the 
export styles.” 

“It has been called the DaGaman Era of Asian 
History and the start of the space age. From the 
15th century to the early 20th Century the planet 


was a global trading community. This contact 
between every culture and civilization laid the 
groundwork of our emerging global con- 
sciousness, and the awareness of being one 
species.” 

The impact on European and American 
Decorative Arts has been of equal significance. 
“The export arts have been collected since the 
time of the Silk Road.” Forbes comments. “The 


‘Asian stream has been a continuing force 
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reinterpreted by every generation of European 
design. That influence came through trade 
goods until about 1900. The indigenous art 
forms of China and Japan were almost unknown 
earlier. Whatever can be said of other aspects, 
the arts of this unique historical moment have 
been a happy marriage. Asian materials, Asian 
vocabulary of design, then traditions of craft- 
manship and devotion to creation of beautiful 
things, became bound up with Western re- 
quirements.” 

Are the objects copies? Forbes responds, “Of 
course. In this global community the Chinese 
artisan was as much an interpreter of European 
metropolitan style as American artisans of the 
18th century. That doesn’t detract from the 
significance of the act of interpretation.” 

Looking to the future of the new department, 
Forbes feels that the Museum’s traditions are 
an ideal environment for the process of 
discovery in his field. “This is a new continent 
in the arts,” he says, “and we’ve so far only 
ascended its Hudson River.” 

Discovery is one of the goals he says are worth 
considering. “We need to find out what’s there. 
By building on existing photo archives, and 
adding to the library’s collections, we can create 
a sense of what exists outside our collection. 
That collection should be the most representa- 
tive collection of Asian Export Art in existence. It 
is arguably close to that now.” 

Interaction with academic colleagues to 
deepen the scholarly roots is, in Forbes’ opinion, 
of equal importance. He sees the hope of 
developing a credible discipline of Asian Export 
Art as. an achievable goal. 

“The field stands where American Decorative 
Arts did in 1930,” Forbes observes. “Academic 
study in that field has led to the flowering of 
American Studies and to a heightened aware- 
ness of this country’s artistic heritage. A similar 
exertion in the export arts field could have such 
benefits for virtually the whole world. That’s a 
link to understand in a world where Asians once 
again control their own destiny.” 


New ‘Trustees Named 


On October 24, Mr. Mark Claff and Mr. Joseph 
Hinkle were named to the Museum’s Board of 
Trustees. Mr. Claff was formerly President of the 
Board of the China Trade Museum, and Mr. 
Hinkle, Vice President. 

Augustus P. Loring, who has served more than 
three decades as a Trustee of the Peabody 
Museum including twelve years as President, 


was named an Honorary Trustee. Francis W. 
Hatch continues his association as an Advisory 
Trustee; 

Also, two new Advisory Trustees were 
appointed, Mr. Richard Milhender and Mrs. 
Lammot duPont Copeland, both of whom have 
been Trustees of the China Trade Museum. 





Architect Named 
‘To Build 
China Trade Wing 


Trustees of the Peabody Museum of Salem 
announced that Kallman, McKinnell and Wood, 
of Boston, has been named as architect for the 
museum's new China Trade Wing. 

The firm was founded in 1962 when Gerhard 
Kallman and Noel Michael McKinnell joined 
forces to create the winning design for Boston’s 
City Hall competition. A poll of architects rated 
that building “one of the proudest achievements 
of American architecture.” The firm has won 
many other competitions and awards. Its 
buildings include The Boston Five Cents Savings 
Bank, The American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences shown here, and Aspen Performing 


American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cambridge, Mass. 
(photo: Kallman, McKinnell and Wood) 


Arts Center 

In March, 1984, Kallman, McKinnell and 
Wood was named Firm of the Year by the 
American Institute of Architects (AIA) The 
citation recognizes its “exceptional technical 
proficiency and skill, and a capacity to produce 
work of human value and lasting significance.” 

Construction of the 25,000 square foot China 
Trade Wing will begin in late spring, 1985. 
Dedication is expected in May, 1987, the 200th 
Anniversary of the return of the Grand Turk, first 
Salem ship to trade with China. Total cost of the 
project, including full endowment of the new 
wing and collection, is estimated at $6 million. 


Museum Event 
Welcomes 


China Trade 


Museum Members 


“Someone asked if we were burning our bridges 
behind us.” Crosby Forbes’ comment raised a 
laugh from over 100 guests at the Museum’s 
November 16 reception for Trustees and special 
friends of the China Trade Museum. Those 
attending had braved traffic jams extending 
back to Boston, generated by the Beverly 
railroad bridge fire that same day, to celebrate 
the recent merger of the two museums. 

Peabody Museum Trustees and staff, mem- 
bers of the East India Marine Associates and the 
Visiting Committee on Chinese Export Porcelain 
and Related Decorative Arts, took the oppor- 
tunity to meet the museum’s new friends. The 
guests in their turn were able to become 
acquainted with the range of the Museum’s 
exhibits. 

Board President Richard Wheatland wel- 
comed the guests, and spoke of the recent 
merger as an event of national and international 
significance. Mr. Wheatland also introduced 
Mark Claff and Joseph Hinkle, respectively 
former president and vice president of the 





Members and special friends of both museums, with museum 
staff, listen to Richard Wheatland’s remarks during the 
Museum’s welcome to China Trade Museum members. 


China Trade Museum. Both have now joined 
The Peabody Museum’s Board of Trustees. 

Lawrence Coolidge, Museum Trustee and 
Chairman of both the Merger Committee and 
the Building Committee, spoke first on the 
background of the merger. His apt comparison 
of the process to the voyage of Ulysses set a 
congenial tone for the evening. He then 
introduced Gerhard Kallman, a principal of 
Kallman, McKinnell and Wood, the Boston 
architectural firm appointed to design the new 
China Trade Wing. 

A special exhibit, “Highlights of the China 
Trade Museum Collections” was created for the 
affair. In his remarks to the gathering, Crosby 
Forbes thanked staff members whose labors on 
short notice had made possible a superb exhibit. 
He spoke also of his expectations for the 
collection in its new home, and of his hopes for 
the study of Asian Export Art. He offered warm 
thanks for his ready reception into the Peabody 
Museum family. 


FEBRUARY 
is 
China Month 


The Peabody Museum, the Essex Institute, and 
Salem State College will each present programs 
on the China Trade and the relations of our two 
peoples for the past 200 years. 

On Sunday February 3, Elliot Johnson, 
owner of the Mark Wendell Tea Company, will 
describe both early and modern tea trades, and 
follow his discussion with an appropriately 
timed tea tasting. Wendell Tea Company is one 
of the few firms surviving whose roots go back 
to the early China Trade. 

The Museum’s Monthly day trip will in- 
vestigate the China Trade in Salem. The activity 
will open with an illustrated lecture by Crosby 
Forbes, “Highlights of the China Trade Collec- 
tion from Milton.” Dr. Forbes will give par- 
ticular attention to objects with Salem associa- 
tions. Sarah Fraser Robbins and Dr. Forbes will 
lead a walking tour of Chestnut Street (by bus 
in case of icy weather) to view the famous 
planned street built with the riches of Asian 
Trade. After lunch there will be tours of the 
Gardner-Pingree House, the Custom House, 
and the Salem waterfront. Please consult the 
Calendar for details on both events. 

On February 1 Faces of China: An Exhibition 
from the Permanent Collections of the Essex 
Institute will open at the Institute. The exhibit 
runs until June 16 and includes photographs and 
objects from the Ward China Collection. 





Children’s films on China will be shown 
February 6, 13, and 20. On February 21 the 
Institute will host a Chinese cooking demonstra- 
tion by Nina Simonds at the Assembly House. 
Please call the Institute at 744-3390 for further 
details. : 

On February 5, The Chinese in Massachusetts, 
a photographic exhibit, opens at the Salem State 
College Library. The exhibit documents the 
growth and history, in the 19th and early 20th 
century, of the state's Chinese community. On 
February 20 Dr. Joan Maloney, Professor of 
History at the college, will present the lecture 
“The Yankees and the Celestials: The Chinese in 
Massachusetts.” The history of the Massachu- 
setts Sino-American community is Dr. Maloney's 
major academic interest. The lecture, which 
takes place on Chinese New Year, will be at the 
college’s Alumni House. Finally on February 24 
the college is hosting a reception for the Sino- 
American community, also at the Alumni House. 
Further information on these events is available 
from Dr. Maloney, 745-0556 ext 2350. 

The opening of Directly From China on 
February 28 will be the culminating event of the 
month. The spirit of the China Trade lives in 
Salem, and we hope you can participate in one 
or more of these events. 


Forthcoming Exhibit 
Features Work 

of Sino-American 
Photographer 


Later this spring, the Mifflin Gallery will host 
the Museum’s first exhibit of photographs by 
Richard Yee of North Andover. “At this time,” 
reports Majorie Krebs, Volunteer Curatorial 
Assistant, “we’re considering an interesting 
departure. We may exhibit photographs in three 
areas parallelling the Museum’s three traditional 
collection areas. Mr. Yee has superb photo- 
graphs of natural history subjects in Essex 
County, North Shore marine photography, and 


ethnological studies of the Sino-American 
community.” 

Yee, who has won a number of awards as an 
amateur photographer, is also a collector. His 
Karsh collection was recently exhibited at 
Northern Essex Community College, Haverhill, 
and his collection of photographs by a con- 
temporary Chinese photographer may be the 
subject of a future Mifflin Gallery exhibit. 





BRINGING 
COPEECHIONS 
TOGETHER: 
Bill Sargent 
Inventories 


Chinese Objects. 


The Peabody Museum’s collection of some 5200 
Chinese objects includes pieces collected in the 
earliest years of the East India Marine Society as 
well as more recent accessions. Even before the 
merger this collection was considered one of 
the foremost in the United States. For the past 2 
months Bill Sargent has continued the inventory 
of this portion of the Museum’s Asian collection 
begun 7 months earlier. This, the first step in a2 
year project funded by the National Endowment 
for the Arts, is about two thirds complete. 

Sargent, now the Museum’s Associate Cura- 
tor of Asian Export Art, was formerly Associate 
Curator at the China Trade Museum. The 7,772 
objects which are coming to the Peabody 
Museum from The China Trade Museum will be 
similarly inventoried in the future. That collec- 
tion includes a number of very notable pieces. 

One is an unusually executed lacquer and 
enamel tea table, c. 1760. The skirt and legs have 
enamelled plaques inlaid, and the top is a 
removable enamelled tray depicting a Chinese 
garden scene. Another is a desk on stand of 
rosewood, c. 1725, with slant-top bureau and a 
base, with cabriole legs. The legs and feet are 
from Chinese prototypes later adopted by 
Western cabinetmakers. 

The collection also includes 280 Chinese 
paintings, among them portraits, landscapes, 
botanical illustrations and genre scenes. Among 
the major landscapes are two harbor views, of 
Canton and Hong Kong. The paintings, given 
recently by Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mellon, are 
unusual both for their size and their wealth of 
detail. Both will be part of the Bank of Boston 
Bicentennial exhibit until February, when they 
will come to Salem. 

Sargent noted that before the merger, the 
China Trade Museum’s porcelain collection was 
confined to basement storage and accessible by 
appointment only. The merger will allow 
settings in which over 1000 pieces may be 
displayed at a time. 
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Above: Two highlights from the China 
Trade Museum Collection. 
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EXPORT GOODS FOR 
THE AMERICAN MARKET 
1784-1930 


will open at the Peabody Museum February 28. 
The opening and exhibit will be the highlight of 
China Month in Salem. 

“We have several objectives for Directly from 
China,” reports Christina Nelson, Curator of 
Decorative Arts, St. Louis Art Museum and 
Guest Curator of the exhibit.“The time span 
surprises some people, but it’s intentional. We’d 
like to show that The China Trade was a 
continuing force in American life.” 

“The conventional perception has been that 
the China Trade was a northeastern phe- 
nomenon,” says Nelson. “The collection has 
objects from the South, Middle West, and 
California, and we hope to offset that idea and 
demonstrate the national impact of the China 
Trade.” 

The categories of artifacts will be broad, with 
much the same purpose, to reflect the immense 
range of goods which came directly from China. 
The broad categories will reflect the custom 
made decorative arts and curios associated with 
trading families, and also the wider range of 
market goods. 

The China Trade, observes Nelson, was 
commercial. Consequently products made and 
supplied by Chinese artisans and merchants 
were trade-oriented. Fine arts did not figure 
prominently in it, and many articles now highly 
prized by collectors were considered curios a 


century ago. 

Far from ending in the Opium War period in 
the early 1840s, the trade continued well into 
this century. In the aftermath of the Opium 
Wars, the changed relationship of European 
merchants with China actually increased the 
variety of goods available in the West. 

Nelson comments that one problem with 
creating an exhibit oriented toward trade goods 
is that many Chinese products were ephemeral. 
Some, such as fireworks, were not meant to last. 
Many other products intended for use faded, 
broke, or wore out. Others, intended for the 
tastes of particular periods or areas, have not 
survived changes in fashion. 

“We’re including diary quotes and other 
documentary references,” says Nelson. “We 
want to give the objects added interest and a 
human dimension.” 

Christina Nelson will discuss “New Perspec- 
tives on the China Trade” in her address to the 
member’s opening reception at 8 pm, Thursday 
February 28. The opening will be an opportunity 
for our members to see the potential of the 
combined China Trade collection translated 
into a major exhibit, and for new and established 
members to become better acquainted. 

“We hope this exhibit will say clearly that the 
Peabody Museum is to be the center of China 
Trade study in this country,” Nelson concludes. 


You are cordially invited to the 
Opening Reception of 


Directly From China 


Guest Curator Christina Nelson of the St. Louis Art Museum 
TOY CaO 
“New Perspectives on the China Trade 


Thursday, February 28, 1985, 8:00 p.m. 


Refreshments. 
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‘The exhibition was funded in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the .\rts. 
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Mr re ell 
Inside the Phillips Library. 


Join Librarian Gregor Trinkaus-Randall for a tour 
of the Museum’s Phillips Library which holds a 
large book and manuscript collection as well as 
many important artifacts. 11:00 am. No charge 
above Museum admission; members free. 
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Celestial Navigation: A Full Day’s Work. 

An introductory course taught on seven succes- 
sive Tuesday nights by Captain Robert Mc- 
Cormick Ayer (USNR ret.). Captain Ayer's 
wartime and cruising experience includes many 
transatlantic voyages. Education Room. 7:30- 
9:30 pm. Members $45; non-members $55, plus 
textbooks and materials. Prior registration 
required. Please call 745-1876, ext. 115. 


W) : 

ASat _- Family Program 

Beat It! 

A “hands-on” African Drumming Workshop for 
children six and older and their parents, with 
Mary Malloy of the Education Department. All 
instruments and a tour of “The Tribal Style” will 
be provided. Education Room. 10:30 am. 
Children $1.50, accompanying adults free. 
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Sun Afternoon Concert 
The Gloucester Clog and Hornpipe Society. 
Back by popular demand, this local group will 
bring its own blend of traditional New England 
and Irish music as well as songs of the sea to East _ 
India Marine Hall. 3:00 pm. No charge above: . 
Museum admission; members free. er 


Sat Concert 
Sinfonie-by-the-Sea. RG 
The second in this year’s series of chamber” 
orchestra concerts in East India Marine Hall will 
feature Schubert’s Symphony #6 and Overture in _ 
the Italian Style as well as Suk’s Serenade for 
Strings. $9 admission includes a champagne _ 
reception. 8:00 pm. Call 631-7256 for tickets and 
information. (Snow date Feb. 2). 


nis Bint 

A Day in Lexington 

with Sarah F. Robbins to visit the Museum of Our 
National Heritage with a conducted tour of the 
Charles Russell Show of his Western paintings » 
and sculpture fromthe Amon Carter Museum in 
Texas. Also see a loan exhibition, “Sitting 
Ducks,” of decoys from Shelburne, Vermont. 
Lunch in a French restaurant and a look at the 
Gallery on the Green’s collection of 19th century 
American painting. Bus leaves Museum at 9:30 - 
am., returns at 3:30 pm. Members $16; non- 
members $18. Prior registration required. Please 
call 745-1876, ext 115. 













“Wed ~~ Course 
ature in Winter. 

ike a winter beach walk, learn about the winter 
t sky, look for signs of life in the winter 


ital History gallery, This four session course 


Mf winter on the natural world. Two meetings at 
he Museum and two outdoor walks. Education 
a 10:00-11:30 am, Members $16; non- 
nembers $20. Prior registration required. Please 


ea 


all 745-1876, ext, 115. 
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Museum Tours: Throughout the winter, 
tours of the Museum are conducted at 
2:00 pm daily. Tours last approximately 
one hour. There is no charge above 
Museum admission; members free. 








ds and see winter birds in the Museum’s 


signed to increase awareness of the effects 
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Wed ~~ Special Event 
Down to the Sea: The Fishing Schooners of 
elf eecy Coad cyietaitien etl et Ee 

In this illustrated lecture, Joe Garland, Gloucester 
resident, sailor and author of thirteen books will 
discuss the days when Gloucester was the 
greatest fishing port in the world. East India 
Marine Hall. 8:00 pm. Members $3; non- 
members, $5. Refreshments. 

(Snow date, Thu 24) 
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Sun. Special Event 

Tasting the China Teas. 

Elliot Johnson, owner of the Mark Wendell Tea 
Co., will describe the historic and contemporary 
Chinese tea trades and provide a variety of teas 
for tasting, and comparison. Cotting Room. 3:00 
pm. Members $3; non-members $5. Prior 
registration suggested. Please call 745-1876, ext. 
a ao 


Mon <4. Course 


Making Sushi at Home 

Sushi — in which the most perfect fish and 
shellfish are served uncooked in gemlike 
portions with a delicately seasoned rice — is a 
product of Japan’s tradition of service, its 
aesthetic and its cuisine. 


Join Keiko Thayer, Japanese culinary artist, for a 
two session course to learn about the tools, 
ingredients and techniques necessary to create 
this artful food. 10:30-12 noon. Members $20; 
non-members $25. Limited to 12. Prior registra- 
tion required, Please call 745-1876, ext. 115, 





rag 


Nm M tel ciCah 

The secrets of the most mysterious sailor craft 
will be explained by Mary Malloy of the 
Education Department. After looking at the 
Museum’s collection of bottles filled by sailors 
with ships and other unusual objects, each 
participant will make one with the materials 
provided. Education. 10:30 am. Children $1.50, 
accompanying adults free. 


Family Program 





Sun Afternoon cone 
The Life and Times of Josiah Gardner. 
Historic roleplayer Glenn Gordinier of ret 
Sree Tefolaaa AUT el Oeil imecroug camaro Loo) 
nineteenth century sailor, fisherman and eee 
in an entertaining and educational program. 
East India Marine Hall. 3:00 pm. No charge 
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above Museum admission; members free. ~ : 





Tue Gallery Talk 
The Tribal Style. * 
Join Associate Curator John Grimes for a Brot 2 
this exhibition of African sculpture, masks anc 
personal and domestic objects. 11:00 am. 
charge above Museum admission; sat 
free. 





a Day Trip 

Fee ie em Gilt m tee (oH 

A walking trip in Salem led Ley) Sarah F. essie 
(bus if icy) to survey the city’s trade connections 
through captain’s houses, porcelain collections 
and maritime sites. Special lecturer Crosby 
Forbes. Meet at’ Museum at 9:30 am. Price 
includes lunch and entrance fees. Members 
$12.50; non-members $15. Prior registration 
required. Please call 745-1876, ext. 115. | 
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Thu ~* Members’ Event 
oyeraiay PT etvm ick eee Reon eclastae 
sive exhibit of the American China, Trade 
including mass market and luxury goods and 

‘ objects exported to the American West and 
a ene well as the Northeast. Christina Nelson, 
Guest Curator and Curator of Decorative Arts at 
the St. Louis Art Museum, will speak on New 
- Perspectives on the China Trade. Refreshments. 
- 8:00 pm. Members and guests. 
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e New ee ae a Treasure. eater Than Gold. 
he Russell W. Knight collection of New England fishing scenes. This collection 
fe) historical and contemporary paintings, drawings, prints and artifacts highlights 
our region’s oldest industry. 
he Tribal Style: Selections from the African Collection at the 
Peabody Museum of Salem. 

n exhibit of sculpture, masks, and personal and domestic objects reflecting the 
vitality of African artistry and craftsmanship. 

Steam and the Sea. a 

An exhibit Roitcraclas the history of the steamship, the largest moving object ever 
created by man. Utilizing materials from the Museum’s extensive collection of 
steamship art, artifacts and memorabilia, the exhibit documents the. ships, their 
inventors, builders, owners, crews and passengers from the 18th a to the 





















Chinese aes a oe es the H. Nelson Hartstone See 
_ An exhibit of pierced glazed porcelain from one of the most comprehensive 
collections in the country. 

_ An Invitation to the Spirit World. 

_ An exhibition of Susanne Page’s photographs of the Hopi and Navajo selected 

~- from her books, Hopi and Song of the Earth Spirit. 

- Sunday Afternoon Family Programs are supported in part by grants from the Dayton 
# Hudson Foundation on behalf of Lechmere, Inc., Woburn, Massachusetts. 












You are cordially invited to a lecture by Joe Garland 


DOWN TO THE SEA: THE FISHING SCHOONERS OF 
GLOUCESTER IN PHOTOGRAPHIC PANORAMA. 


Wednesday, January 23, 1985 
8:00 p.m. 
East India Marine Hall 


Members, $3.00, non-members, $5.00 
Refreshments will be served 

(Snow date: Thursday, January 24) 

RSVP to the Peabody Museum of Salem. 
745-1876 Ext. 115. 





The schooner Genesta, returning to port trom George's Bank. 
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Join ELLIOT JOHNSON 
owner of 
THE MARK WENDELL 
TEA COMPANY 
to taste the 
CHINA TEAS 


Sunday, February 3, 1985 
3:00 PM 
Cotting Room 


Members $3.00, 
non-members $5.00 


RSVP to the Peabody Museum of Salem, 
745-1876 Ext. 115. 
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DR. GAJDUSEK 
Addresses 


Annual Members’ 
Meeting. 


On October 10, 1984, Dr. D. Carleton Gajdusek 
spoke at the Annual Members’ Meeting on his 
medical investigations of isolated populations in 
the Pacific. Dr. Gajdusek’s investigations of the 
fatal New Guinea neurological disorder kuru 
disclosed the influence for fragmentary or 
atypical viruses in such slow infections. While 
kuru is exotic, the very similar disorders 
Alzheimer’s Disease and ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease) are sources of world-wide concern. 
Dr. Gajdusek described various isolated 
populations in New Guinea, Guam, and the Kea 
Peninsula of Japan in which Alzheimer’s occurs 
at 1500 times the normal rate. In each case, he 
observed, the population was isolated from 
every environmental contaminant thought to be 
associated with the disease. He learned that 


LS 


environmental deficiencies of certain minerals, 
especially calcium, created conditions in which 
the associated virus flourished. 

Recent discoveries of pockets of Huntington’s 
Chorea in the Southwest Pacific led some to 
believe that new sources of that disease had 
been found. Previously it was thought that the 
disease occurred only among descendants of 
four Salem families of the 17th century. Dr. 
Gajdusek noted, though, that the distribution in 
the Pacific looked like a map of Salem trade in 
the early 19th century. It was subsequently 
learned that the disease had reached even these 
remote locations from its Salem source. 

Dr. Gajdusek is Honorary Curator of the 
Museum’s Melanesian Collection and has 
contributed over 4000 objects to the Museum. 





Since joining the Museum as Curator of Natural 
History in July, 1984, Rob Moir’s resemblance to 
Edward S. Morse has startled many people. 

“There are some interesting parallels,” Moir 
says. ‘Morse was one of Agassiz’s students, and 
I’m a great admirer of Agassiz’s work in what is 
now called environmental education. We both 
have terrible handwriting. On the other hand, 
Morse was addicted to cigars, even though he 
deplored the habit, and | don’t smoke.” 

Rob’s experience as a naturalist and environ- 
mental educator spans ten years and a variety of 
callings which would do justice to his 19th 
century predecessors. “In 1979 and 1980 | was 
second scientist for the Sea Education Associa- 
tion aboard the RV Westward,” Moir says. “It 
was very exciting, old fashioned natural science. 
We did most of our studies under sail, using 
rugged, repairable equipment, not plastic. It was 
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a chance to interest students in pelagic bird life, 
a particular interest of mine. At the same time | 
became fascinated with plankton. There’s an 
amazing diversity of life forms which can be 
caught in a single net tow.” 

Moir is also a student of whales, and has 
served as a narrator-naturalist on the New 
England Aquarium’s whale watch cruises. He’s 
an articulate advocate of responsibly managed 
whale watching. 

“Critics of cruises should know that the 
watchers share this concern and have been 
meeting to regulate themselves since 1977. 
They’re regulated too. If you get too close it’s 
illegal, and after some years there’s no sign that 
well planned watching causes the whales any 
stress. In addition there have been documented 
instances in which amateur boats harassing 
whales were run off or prosecuted successfully 
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because a whale watch cruise observed them. 
I'd hope that it’s more than entertainment. 
Interest in whales should be extended to 
interest in preserving the whale’s environment.” 

Moir sees his department strengthening its 
role in a variety of ways. “We can be an 
important resource to science teachers, who 
often now have few resources of their own. An 
outreach role like that achieves a great deal 
without adding exhibit space here.” 

However he would like to see the Natural 
History Department regain use of the Summer 
School building. “It isn’t enough space for all 
our needs, but some functions could go on there 
while maintaining the historical sense of the 
building. I’d especially like to revive part of its 
original function, and use it as a base for summer 
programs in marine education. It would have 
more than an educational value for the students. 
We can work with the scientific community to 
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determine what data is important and how it can 
be gathered and reported in order to be of most 
value. In that way such programs can gather 
significant scientific data to add to our general 
knowledge of local ecosystems.” 

Moir would like to see the Peabody Mu- 
seum’s natural history resources better known 
and more used by scientists and educators. He 
notes also that the department is well placed to 
act as a means of communication between 
various Conservation organizations, and help 
them coordinate and complement their pro- 
grams and services. 

“Science education can be interesting and 
important but in the old Agassiz style,” Moir 
concludes. “Agassiz taught his students to be 
inquisitive. He introduced learning through 
observation. In a museum so closely associated 
with his own students, that tradition seems 
particularly apt.” 


RIEKCIEIN IE 
ACCESSIONS 


The Museum recently acquired its first work by 
Winslow Homer, “Mackerel Fleet, Gloucester,” 
pencil and gouache, 1880. 

The drawing dates from the summer of 1880, 
which Homer spent with the lighthouse keeper 
on Tenpound Island, Gloucester. Lloyd Good- 
rich, an authority on Homer, noted that “he 
[Homer] associated with fishermen, and pre- 
ferred their company.” In this brief period 
Homer produced over 100 pictures, chiefly 
watercolors, with only a few drawings such as 
ours. 

Homer exhibited the works the next De- 
cember in Boston, selling a third of them. That 
show marked the start of his popularity in 
Boston. 
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The Phillips Library has received the full7 volume 
set of The Historic American Merchant Marine 
Survey. The survey, a WPA project, includes both 
historic vessels plans and lines taken off 
hundreds of then-existing vessels. 

“The survey has an enormous selection:” 
reports Librarian Gregor Trinkaus-Randall. 
“Most plans include a brief history and specific 
data on the vessel.” 

The Historic American Merchant Marine 
Survey is an important reference work for 
maritime historians and a valuable source of 
plans and data for ship modellers. 


THE HISTORIC AMERICAN 
MERCHANT MARINE SURVEY 


VOLUME VW 


GREAT LAKES VESSELS 


MELVIN H. JACKSON | 


EDITOR |} 


New Members 


Amesbury, MA 
Ms. Mary L. Hanwell 
Mr. Stephen C. Hanwell 
Beverly, MA 
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua C. Bevins 
Ms. Paula A. Halpin 
Mr. Eamonn D. McGlynn 
Mrs. Gustav D. Klimann 
Ms. Hane Carroll Monahan 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Zarkades 
Brewster, MA 
Mrs. June Noll 
Brookline, MA 
Dr. & Mrs. Woodrow W. Havens III 
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Chelsea, MA 

Ms. Carroll McCue 
Danvers, MA 

Prof. & Mrs. John J. Fox 

Mrs. Harold E. Proctor, Sr. 
Dedham, MA 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Pyle, Jr. 
Gloucester, MA 

Miss Margaret N. McKinnon 
Hamilton, MA 

Mr. & Mrs. John K. Dane 

Mrs. Richard Aram Mougalian 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Smith 


Holliston, MA 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cook 
Ipswich, MA 
Miss Joan M. Cook 
Ms. Lisa K. Hill 
Lexington, MA 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Steinkrauss 
Lincoln, MA 
Mr. & Mrs. Bennett Blumberg 
Mrs. Ward S. Sands 
Lynn, MA 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce I. Ricker 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Rosenthal 
Marblehead, MA 
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur M. Adelson 
Mrs. John E. Deery 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Donovan 
Mrs. John W. Eager 
Mrs. Virginia K. Eden 
Mr. & Mrs. Allyn Y. Fields 
Mr. & Mrs. Alex A. Filias 
Mr. & Mrs. Kenelmn Harris 
Dr. & Mrs. Frank H. Healey, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. William Indresano 
Ms. Elizabeth MacPherson 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Richmond 
Ms. Margaret Vaillancourt 
Ms. Margaret M. Schrage 
Medford, MA 
Mr. John Shea 
Ms. Karen Shea 
Norwood, MA 
Dr. Thomas F. Kline 
Peabody, MA 
Mr. Thomas Mulhern 
Prides Crossing, MA 
Mr. Samuel E. Codman 
Reading, MA 
Mr. Robert Nordstrand 
Salem, MA 
Dr. Mildren Berman 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bowker 
Miss Letitia DiVirgilio 
Ms. Patricia C. Durkee 
Mrs. Janice S. Englehardt 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Frederiksen 
Ms. Claire Garrett 
Mr. K. David Goss 
Ms. Jane Hayes and Mr. R. Christopher McGee 
Mr. Peter Hall 
Mrs. Leo P. Hurley 
Dr. & Mrs. Irving Ingraham 
Mrs. Stasia Lamberis 
Ms. Jane McCarthy 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. McCarthy 
Ms. Marily McGivern & Mr. Raymond March 
Mr. Charles H. McManus 
Ms. Maxine B. O’Hara 
Mr. & Mrs. Jurgen Steiner 
Miss Ethel Taloumis 
Ms. Chris Wellington & Mr. William Wheeler 
Mr. Howard F. Whitney III 
Seekonk, MA 
Mr. Armand J. Lussier 
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Swampscott, MA 

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Crowley, Jr. 

Dr. Thomas E. Culliton, Jr. 

Ms. Marcia Hunkins 

Mr. & Mrs. Felix Levenbach 

Mr. & Mrs. Vilhelm Lund 

Ms. Judith Strong 
Wellesley, MA 

Ms. Nancy Reid Whitman 
Wenham, MA 

Ms. Patricia Donahue 
California 
Encino, CA 

Dr. Carole S. Noreen 
LaJolla, CA 

Ms. Mary Louise Graham 
Connecticut 
New Haven, CT 

Mr. Shim Zudekoff 
Darien, CT 

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Gibb 
Florida 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

Mrs. William G. Brown, III 
Louisiana 
New Orleans, LA 

Mr. Newton E. Bishop, Jr. 
Maine 
Blue Hill, ME 

Mr. J. Crosby Brown 
Freeport, ME 

Mr. William H. Browder, Jr. 
New Hampshire 
Danville, NH 

Mr. Douglas Bechler 
Rye, NH 

Mr. James Shanley 
New Jersey 
Glen Rock, NJ 

Mr. & Mrs. William P. Ashton 
Princeton, NJ 

Mr. Douglas F. Bushnell 
Westfield, NJ 

Mrs. Lorraine Rodgers 
New Mexico 
Taos, NM 

Mr. E.A. Foster 
New York 
New York, NY 

Mr. John B. Elliott 
Oakdale, NY 

Mr. & Mrs. Russel H. Kittel 
Grand Forks, ND 

Dr. Lynn Kerbeshian 
Pennsylvania 
Westtown, PA 

Mr. A. Felix duPont IV 
Virginia 
McLean, VA 

Mr. John D. Sanders 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Oliver 
London, England 

Mr. John G. McCarthy, Jr. 
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THE PEABODY MUSEUM SHOP 
EAST INDIA SQUARE 
SALEM 
9-5 Mon.-Sat. 

1-5 Sunday 


APR OER Le 


Maritime Prints, rare and unique books, 
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folk crafts from around the world. 
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New Ways on Banquereau, shown here, illustrates a chance encounter between old and new, as the 
trawler Spray meets the schooner Annie M Parker on ‘Quero” Bank in 1906. From an original oil 
painting in the Museum’s collection, the print is limited to 450 signed and numbered copies, and 
is one of five limited edition prints by Hoyne now available at the Peabody Museum Shop. 





GALLERY OF MUSEUM SHOPS OPENS : 


On November 1, a first of its kind collaborative venture was 
launched at Copley Place. The Peabody Museum, Old Sturbridge 
Village, the Museum of Fine Arts, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the Thoreau Lyceum and Orchard House, Concord, have joined 
with Museum Shops in the Marketplace to stock branch museum 
shops in Boston’s prestigious Copley Place. 

The Gallery of Museum Shops was conceived and developed by 
Museum Shops in the Marketplace, a private company owned by 
architect Lindsay Shives. The company hopes to bring the cultural 
enrichment of museums into the marketplace and to provide a new 
revenue source to the participating museums.. 

The Gallery is located on the second level of the Stuart Street 
entrance to the Copley Shopping ri 
through Friday 10 AM to 9 PM, Saturday 10 
Noon to 6 PM. : 
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\M to6 PM and Sunday 





